
Super scents 
Like the traditional white shirt that never goes out of fashion, some fragrances never go out of style. These are 
legendary perfumes, or classics, which never fade from our memory. Whether you love it or hate it, you will always 
remember what a classic smelled like. The scents undoubtedly have a staunch following, but more importantly they 
are a true reflection of the highest quality timeless character and universal appeal. New perfumes may come and 
go, but classics stay forever. Works of art of established value, they are eternal scents that can withstand the test 
of time. One of the best examples of a classic is Chanel No.5, which has been in the market for almost 85 years 
and still continues to mesmerize women. Classics also span across generations - they can be enjoyed equally 
well by a mother, daughter, or even the grandmother. As for the hallmarks of a classic fragrance, Abdulla Ajmal, 
Deputy General Manager, Ajmal Perfumes, explains that a true classic is one that opens up avenues and allows 
many more "inspirations" to derive out of its core. "To be termed a classic, perfume needs originality and strong 
personality. It must leave its mark and be instantly identifiable. That is what makes it special and (helps it) stand 
out from the rest, says Rosendo Mateo, the nose for Carolina Herrera fragrances. While all these traits describe a 
classic, there is no set criteria to identify one, says Ajmal. "I don't believe that by fulfilling requirements A, B and C, 
a scent can be termed a classic. Instead, I think a classic fragrance is one that is always on your shelf, never really 
goes out of fashion and has a huge following. As for his personal favourites, "lt's Chanel No.5, L'air du Temps by 
Nina Ricci, Guerlain Shalimar and Angel by Thierry Mugler", says Ajmal. "These were innovative fragrances that 
set an absolute trend during their time. They were such influential creations that even to this day they are used as 
a benchmark for comparing new scents, he says. There are several such classics that are celebrated even today. 
We have compiled a list of some of these timeless scents that have captivated the imagination of perfume lovers 
over the years. Among these fragrance where: Chanel No.5, Carolina Herrera 212, Nina Ricci L'air Du temps, 
Thierry Mugler Angel, Guerlain Shalimar, Estee Lauder Pleasures, Dior Poison, Elizabeth Arden 5th Avenue, 
Lancome Tresor and CK Obsession. 
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