
The scent of Arabia 
There is a place where fragrances are almost sacred. Where men and women share essences of fruity and 
flowery scents and where perfume bottles look like sparkling jewels and ornaments. This place is Arabia. 
Meanwhile, Perfume oil (attar) is used throughout Arabic culture. Rose petals are used in the making of prayer 
beads so that when they are rubbed they release a pleasant aroma. Throughout the creation of a perfume, it is 
tested frequently, and under varying conditions. "We have to constantly find out if it is the same in the early 
morning as it is in the evening. Is the scent altered by weather conditions? These and many other checks are 
made before the perfume is considered a finished product,'' says Nazir Ajmal, chief operations officer of Dubai-
based Ajmal Perfumes, which has been making perfumes in the emirate of Dubai since 1951. 
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